
 

 

 

 

2020 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS 

President Brad Davenport 379-8700  Cab of the Month Debra Frantz/Fred Zeferjohn 862-8876 

1st Vice Pres. Will Gilliland 286-0905  Field Trip Coord. Will Gilliland 286-0905 

2nd Vice Pres. Cinda Kunkler 286-1790  Publicity TGMS Board  

Secretary Stacy Haug 1-857-3350  Welcome/Registration Harold Merrifield 633-9745 

Treasurer Millie Mowry 267-2849  Property M. Cote/D. Dillon 220-3272 

Directors Chuck Curtis 286-1790  AFMS Scholarship Cinda Kunkler 286-1790 

 Francis Stockton 913-645-7677  Editor/Exchange Editor Millie Mowry 267-2849 

 George Reed 836-9277  Show Chairman Millie Mowry 267-2849 

Historian Open   Show Dealer Chairman Millie Mowry 267-2849 

Federation Rep Harold Merrifield 633-9745  Show Secretary Cinda Kunkler 286-1790 

Corporation Agent Millie Mowry 267-2849  Jr. Rockhound Leader Jason Schulz 640-6617 

Librarian Millie Mowry 267-2849  Show Case Coordinator  Cinda Kunkler 286-1790 

Web Master Jason Schulz 640-6617 Area Code for all numbers is (785). 

 

The Topeka Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 

1934 SW 30th St.   Topeka, KS 66611 

Rock2Plate@aol.com

 

 

www.TopekaGMS or 

Facebook:  Topeka Gem and Mineral Society Field Trips 

 

 

The Topeka Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

Organized December 3, 1948 

 
 

 

Member of Rocky Mountain Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies  American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 

 

The Glacial Drifter, Vol. 63, No. 1, 

January.  2020 

    

 
 

 

The Purpose of the Topeka Gem & Mineral Society shall be exclusively educational and scientific: (1) to promote interest in geology 

and the lapidary arts; (2) to encourage the collection and display of rocks, gems, and minerals; (3) to encourage field trips and 

excursions of a geological, or lapidary nature; and (4) to encourage greater public interest and education in gems and minerals, 

cooperating with the established institutions in such matters. 

 

Meetings: 4
th

 Friday of each month, September to May, 7:30 pm, Stoffer Science Hall, Room 138, Washburn University.  No 

meeting in December unless notified of a change.  Picnic meetings are held,  June, July and August. 

 

Dues: Individual, $15.00; Couple, $20.00; Junior (under 18 years of age), $5.00.  Dues are collected in December for the 

following year.  Send dues to: Millie Mowry, Treasurer, 1934 SW 30
th

 St, Topeka, KS 66611. 

     www.TopekaGMS.org         
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EXCHANGE BULLETINS WELCOME 
For exchange newsletters contact the club via mailing address listed above or email at rock2plate@aol.com . 

Permission is granted to reprint articles only if proper credit is given to the author, Glacial Drifter and the date. 
                            

Words from Our President 

    

 Howdy all and a belated Happy New Year to you and yours. I hope you are off on the right foot. I have left 

     2019 behind me and am moving on. 

    As the clubs new President, I have plenty of challenges ahead of me. This position will be all new territory for  

     me. I am sure I will stumble here and there but, as long as I keep getting back on to my feet, I will move forward. 

    With that said, I will need help from all of you just as the case has always been. Don’t be surprised if I confront 

     you with a request for some help that might place you a bit outside of your comfort zone. I too am out of my comfy  

     place. I hope we can move beyond a little discomfort. 

      My main goal with accepting this position will be to help our club grow. We so need new blood and ideas. We  

     could use any and all ideas that can promote ourselves. You and I are in this club because it is important to us. I have  

     to believe there are others in our community that would feel the same way if only they were aware that we are here 

     and have been for decades. We are not the new kids on the block. Be proud and excited to tell others about our  

     Society and what we have to offer. 

        It is true that many of us are past our prime but, we aren’t dead. Let’s reach out to others and see if we can’t 

     get some others fired up. Children, grandchildren, neighbors and friends might just be looking for something to get 

     involved with. 

         Time is a very limited commodity to each and every one of us. Where we spend it can be a tough choice. 

     People with passions seem to find the time for what is important to them. Helping others to find their passions can  

     be rewarding to them as well as ourselves. 

    We have two great Facebook pages that receive a good amount of attention from nonmembers. Come visit them 

     and give us a “Like”. For the members that do visit us regularly, hop in and start up a conversation. If our visitors see 

     involved members, they might just want to take the next step and come see more of what we are about. 

      I will now step down off my soapbox. For now, at least. I am honored to be your leader and I hope I can live up  

     to your expectations.  I would also like to have some fun in the process. Feel free to contact me in any way you feel  

     comfortable. Let me know what your feelings and ideas are. No subject should be off the table. If you don’t tell me,  

      I will never know.  

     Appreciatively 

     Brad 

     785-845-6624     Brad7254@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Program for the Meeting on January 24
th

, 2020. 

This will be a silent auction, so clean out your excess rock 

 And donate it to the club.   
 

I do not have this scheduled just yet.  I am open to suggestions for meeting ideas; please let me know if you have 

something you would like one of our meetings to cover!  

      Cinda Kunkler 
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      We need your BEST CHOICE UPC Labels --  

      Bring them to the monthly meeting, and give  

      them to Cinda Kunkler. 

 

     

    

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

An excerpt from a newsletter that Will Gilliland received that would be of interest to many of us. 

“I am also delighted to share with you that our top choice for the 2020 KS Day speaker, Rex Buchanan, has 

agreed to visit our campus and give a talk on Wednesday, January 29, from 3-4:00 pm (location will be 

announced soon). His presentation is titled "Glyphs, Grasslands, and Waterways: Special Places in Kansas and 

Why They're So Important."   
His presentation will be in the Rita Blitt Gallery from 3-4:00 pm on the 29th. 

Dr. Vanessa Steinroetter, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of English, Washburn University  

  

 

    How to Spot a Fake Piece of Amber 
 When I see amber I instantly think of the movie Jurassic Park. If you have seen the movie, you’ve 
 seen the techniques used in extracting amber that’s been entombed for generations and finally 
 unearthed for human eyes to see. Before and after the movie, many people took advantage by 

producing fakes. Since more precious amber 
is harder to come by these days, fakes have popped up all over the 
market. Humanity has a sneaky way to mimic so called “amber" and it 
takes a keen eye or nose to figure out if you have a true piece. There 
is art to figuring out the fakes. Here are some simple techniques that 
might save you money and heartache. 
Research has shown me, if amber is vigorously rubbed against fur, it 
will produce static and an aroma of pine. Many plastics may replicate 
the static but the smell of pine is always a good hint that it is 
obviously a fake. 
Another cool treatment is the water method. By mixing a large amount 

of salt with water in a bowl or bucket, your amber should float. If not, you may have another plastic fake. With 
all these useful techniques, it should be easier to spot a fake and find the true treasure. 

Brian Miller, Editor, Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society via the Golden Frog 4/15; via The Rollin Rock Jan 2020
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TGMS Event Calendar 

Jan. 2020 Feb. 2020 
1 W   1 S  

2 T  2 S  

3 F  3 M  

4 S  4 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 

5 S  5 W  

6 M  6 T Jr Rockhounds TSCPL rm 101C 6:30 

p.m. 

Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1:30 p.m. 

7 T  7 F  

8 W  8 S  

9 T  9 S  

10 F  10 M  

11 S  11 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 

12 S  12 W  

13 M  13 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1;30 p.m. 

14 T  14 F Board Meeting 7 P M  @ Millie’s 

15 W  15 S  

16 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1:30 p.m. 16 S  

17 F  17 M  

18 S  18 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 

19 S  19 W  

20 M  20 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1;30 p.m. 

21 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 21 F  

22 W  22 S  

23 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1;30 p.m. 23 S  

24 F General Mtg Stauffer rm 138 7:30 p.m. Silent 

Auction 

24 M  

25 S  25 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 

26 S  26 W  

27 M  27 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1;30 p.m. 

28 T Wire Wrap Class at Millie’s 6:30 p.m. 28 F General Mtg Stauffer rm 138 7:30 p.m. 

29 W  29 S  

30 T Wire wrap class at Millie’s 1:30 p.m. 30   

31 F  31   

 
If you are interested in Wire Wrap Classes, contact Millie, 267-2849 or rock2plate@aol.com 

 

LESSONS AT THE BARN ARE WEATHER PERMITTING – Watch for emails 

 
Check out the calendar on our web site 

www.TopekaGMS.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rock2plate@aol.com
http://www.topekagms.org/
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        JR ROCKHOUND Classes & Reminders      
Here are reminders of the next few months of classes: Topeka Shawnee CO 

Public Library sign in starting at 6:00 pm and classes starting at 6:30pm. 1st 

Thursday of each month… 

 
 https://www.facebook.com/TopekaGMSJuniorRockhounds 

             To register for the Junior Rockhounds or any of the classes, email:  

             Jason Schulz at:  Fleetcommander@att.net 

 

 Feb. 6, 6 – 8:45 p.m. Marvin Auditorium,  101C, Earth  Processes 

 Mar. 5, 6-8:45 p.m., Marvin  Auditorium, 101C, Gemstone Lore & Legend 

 Apr. 2, 6-8:45 p.m.,  Marvin  Auditorium, 101C, Field Trips 

 

 

  

  Reminder:  If you want to earn the patches from the classes that you have attended you need to 

turn in  your homework assignments. 
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   Via; Roseville Rock Rollers Dec 2019 
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Via, The Gemrock Nov 2014 


