
 

 

 

 

 5d 

2015 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS 

President Mike Cote 220-3272  Cab of the Month Debra Frantz/Fred Zeferjohn     862-8876 

1st Vice Pres. Dave Dillon 272-7804  Field Trip Coord. Larry Henderson ---------- 

2nd Vice Pres. Carolyn Brady 233-8305  Publicity Donna Stockton 913-645-7677 

Secretary Cinda Kunkler 286-1790  Welcome/Registration Jason Schulz 379-5538 

Treasurer Millie Mowry 267-2849  Property M. Cote/D. Dillon 379-5538 

Directors Harold Merrifield 286-3548  AFMS Scholarship Cinda Kunkler 286-1790 

 Chuck Curtis                    286-1790  Editor/Exchange Editor Millie Mowry 267-2849 

 George Reed 836-9277  Show Chairman Harold Merrifield 286-3548 

Historian Deborah Scanland 273-3034  Show Dealer Chairman Dave Dillon 272-7804 

Federation Rep Harold Merrifield 286-3548  Show Secretary Cinda Kunkler 286-1790 

Corporation Agent Millie Mowry 267-2849  Jr. Rockhound Leader Larry Henderson ----------- 

Librarian open --------  Show Case Coordinator  Francis Stockton 913-645-7677 

Web Master Jason Schulz 379-5538 Area Code for all numbers is (785). 

 

The Topeka Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 

1934 SW 30th St.   Topeka, KS 66611 

Rock2Plate@aol.com

 

 

www.topekagemandmineral.org  
Facebook:  Topeka Gem and Mineral Society Field Trips 

 

 

The Topeka Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

Organized December 3, 1948 

 
 

 

Member of Rocky Mountain Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies  American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 

 

 

The Purpose of the Topeka Gem & Mineral Society shall be exclusively educational and scientific: (1) to promote interest in 

geology and the lapidary arts; (2) to encourage the collection and display of rocks, gems, and minerals; (3) to encourage field 

trips and excursions of a geological, or lapidary nature; and (4) to encourage greater public interest and education in gems 

and minerals, cooperating with the established institutions in such matters. 

 

Meetings: 4
th

 Friday of each month, September to May, 7:30 pm, Stoffer Science Hall, Room 138, Washburn University.  

No meeting in December unless notified of a change.  Picnic meetings are held  June, July and August. 

 

Dues: Individual, $15.00; Couple, $20.00; Junior (under 18 years of age), $5.00.  Dues are collected in December for 

the following year.  Send dues to: Millie Mowry, Treasurer, 1934 SW 30
th

 St, Topeka, KS 66611. 

The Glacial Drifter, Vol. 58, No. 03, Mar. 2015 
 

http://www.topekagemandmineral.org/


  
The Glacial Drifter, Vol. 58, No. 03, Mar. 2015
 

EXCHANGE BULLETINS WELCOME 
For exchange newsletters contact the club via mailing address listed above or email at rock2plate@aol.com .  

Permission is granted to reprint articles only if proper credit is given to the author, Glacial Drifter and the date. 

 

      ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

  

       We still need Best Choice UPS Labels before Cinda can turn them in.  Bring them in at the next meeting

. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

  Millie has informed me that we are going to have a “Pressing Day” on April 2
th

  at 12:30 p.m. at her house.  

She has over 700 grab bags cut and ready to press and sew.  First we will press as many as we can in a couple 

of hours to get a head start.  Rumor has it we have one member that has his sewing machines all oiled and 

ready to start sewing!    The sewing date will come later on.  If you can come, bring your iron and if possible 

an ironing board.  Contact Millie to let her know if you can come, 267-2849 or  rock2plate@aol.com.   

 

This month’s meeting will be on the 27
th

 and the program will be presented by Alan Goodnow.

 

                                                                    Mike and his Rock Stash! 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Words from our V. P. 

 
Spring is just around the corner and so is outdoor rock hunting!!!   Our classes will start as soon as the warmer weather 

stays around.  We will be doing casting this spring.  Please remember all class folks that you need to renew your 
membership to our club to continue!  We are having a Junior Rockhound event at the Discover Center over in Gage Park 

next week from March 16th to March 20th.  Several of us will be there at the tables during that time to push the Junior 
Rockhounds and our club.  The only day we are not going to be there is Thursday.  Spring break is next week for the 

schools.  Bring your kids or Grandkids to this event.  Happy spring!  
   

Dave! 

      ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

 The Story Of Montana Agates 

 
It has always been a mystery how the peculiar little scenes got inside a rock as hard as 

agate. It is the claim of geologists that the spots were caused by infinitely minute seams 

or fissures in the softer parts of the rock being filled with metallic oxides when the 

world was young. These oxides made four different colors that form various 

combinations of color when blended together, or appear in single colors in each rock.  

The red color is oxide from iron. The black is oxide of manganese. The green is oxide 

of copper. The blue is oxide of nickel. This theory has been elaborated by the help of 

high-powered microscopes which show the tracings of little canals so close the naked eye could not detect it; but the 

oxides remained, staining the rocks in wonderful designs. The fernlike and branch effects of the trees, grass and 

shrubbery, come from the fact that the tiny canals branched out in various subdivisions forming smaller canals for a 

common center. In addition to these canals, the rock became flawed through shrinkage while passing through a period of 

evaporation which, according to scientists, has taken more than three million years to reduce the stone to the hardness of 

7 on the Mohs scale.  

These canals and flaws have been perfectly healed by soft silicate formations of which the stone is a part, and the 

evaporation has doused the oxides to take on such forms as seen on the window after a frosty night. Technically, 

Montana agate is known as “dendritic” agate, and the moss spots are called “dendrites”. It is the third hardest stone in the 

world, and is cut only with a diamond saw. There can never be two pieces alike even though cut from the same stone.  

Via CMS Tumbler, 3/15;Gem & Mineral Journal, 9/14; Rock Writings, 9/14; from Petrified Digest, 2001  

Picture courtesy of http://www.mysticmerchant.com/montanaagate/            (Source: The Clackamette Gem March 2015)

 
 

mailto:rock2plate@aol.com
mailto:rock2plate@aol.com
http://www.mysticmerchant.com/montanaagate/
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By: Gail & Ken Hening 
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(Source:  DGMS Rock Chips, Mar 2015) 
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  Bench Tips By Brad 
 

WINDING JUMP RINGS Whenever you need a few jump rings the 
same size, it's easy to grab a round rod and wind as many as you 
need. But when you need a lot of them, some form of winder saves 
a lot of time. A variable speed screw gun makes quick work of 
winding the coils. Screw guns are quite inexpensive at discount 
stores and are remarkably handy for odd jobs in the shop and 
around the house. To wind a coil, just bend a right angle on the end 
of the wire about a half inch long and insert this into the screw gun chuck. Then wind slowly, keeping a 
tight coil. I like to rest the end of the mandrel on the edge of the table or bench pin. Finally, one note of 
caution. If you are winding an entire length of wire, be careful as you get near the end of the wire. If the 
end passes under your thumb, it can cause a nasty scratch or cut. 
 
 
TOUCHING UP A BEZEL Pumice wheels are good for touching up a bezel after you've set the stone. 
The hardness is about 6 on the Moh's scale, less hard than quartz, so it shouldn't scratch any of your 
agates or jaspers. However, I'd avoid or be real careful of using pumice near the softer stones like 
turquoise, amber, howelite, etc. If you're unsure about the hardness of your wheels, test them on a piece 
of glass. Glass is about 5 ½ on the Mohs scale, softer than quartz. So if the wheel doesn't harm glass, it's 
safe for use on the quartzes and harder stones. My preference is the one inch diameter ones such as 
those shown at riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2  
'Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon' 
      ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

   

                  Field Trip Calendar    

   
The first and third Tuesday night the Fossil Special Interest Group will meet at 7:00 p.m. at Baker’s Dozen,  

4310 SW 21st St, Topeka, KS. We will discuss fossils and other collections. Come join us with show and tell.  

 

An up-to-date Calendar can be found on the Topeka Gem and Mineral Society Website: 

http://topekagemandmineral.org/calendar.html                Public Facebook Page: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Topeka-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-Field-Trips/92795058262       

 

Trips dates are tentative and subject to additions and change. E-mail Larry if you have an interest in any of 

these trips  LHenderson85@gmail.com                         Larry Henderson, Field Trip Chairman  

 March 20-23, Arkansas Crater of Diamonds Mine 

 April 7, 7:00 p.m. Fossil Special Interest Group, Show & Tell, at Baker’s Dozen, 4310 SW 21st St, 

 April 21, 7:00 p.m. Fossil Special Interest Group, Show & Tell, at Baker’s Dozen, 4310 SW 21st St,  

 April 25, The Museum at Prairiefire "Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New Discoveries" 

 

 

Additional Show Dates: 
 April 4-5, 2015   57th Annual Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club Show, Lancaster Event Center, 84th & 

Havelock,   Lincoln, NE. Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

www.lincolngemmineralclub.org 

                              For additional listings of gem shows see www.rockngem.com       

  

 

http://topekagemandmineral.org/calendar.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Topeka-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-Field-Trips/92795058262
mailto:LHenderson85@gmail.com
http://www.rockngem.com/
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 TOPEKA JUNIOR ROCKHOUNDS 
 

              Facebook:    http://www.facebook.com/TopekaJuniorRockhounds 

         To register for the Junior Rockhounds or any of the classes,  email 

             Shirley Schulz, Program Secretary sschulz@kdheks.gov. 

                    

Classes start at 6:30pm at the Town & Country Christian Church, 4925 SW 

29th Street.  The Topeka Junior Rockhound Advisors will meet at 6:30 pm.  Junior Rockhounds are 

encouraged to attend the club meetings to receive Patches and Badges.  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 
 

    

    Junior Rockhounds that have earned their badges. 

 

 

                                         
 

 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Junior Rockhound's class:  
 "Dinosaurs" by Larry Henderson  

 April 2, 6:30 pm Town & Country Christian Church  

 

 May 7 class "Collecting"  

 

http://www.facebook.com/TopekaJuniorRockhounds
mailto:sschulz@kdheks.gov
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Photo by Brooks Britt  on Wikipedia .                      Rough  Sapphires                      Faceted Sapphire                        Rough  Montana Agate     
 
 MONTANA STATE GEMS AND AGATES 
Montana designated both the sapphire and Montana Agate as the official state gemstones in 1969. Agates are found in southern and 

eastern Montana. Agate is polished (not cut) to make gemstones and jewelry. Agates are usually white with swirls of grey and black 

spots.  Montana's sapphires (mostly found in western Montana) look like bright, blue glass and are cut like diamonds to make 

jewelry. Montana sapphires can be found in the Royal Crown Jewels of England. Sapphires, which were thrown 

away by miners in the gold rush days, are now the most valuable gemstones found in America. Although its 

genesis centered in the Yellowstone Park area of Montana and Wyoming, this volcanic activity ranged from the 

eastern Rocky Mountain front in south-central Wyoming to the western front of the Black Hills and north across 

eastern Montana and into Saskatchewan and Manitoba, Canada." 

 

Eastern Montana was mostly a shallow inland ocean, almost a swamp with huge forests lining its shores and islands of volcanoes 

spewing forth lava to entomb parts of the forest in lava and ash.  The bowels of Yellowstone bulged and roared and flowed 

mountains of lava that decimated thousands of acres of mighty redwoods and sequoias for hundreds of miles.  This decimation 

continued for hundreds of years with layer upon layer of forests growing up and being driven down under the ponderous weight of all 

the megatons of lava and ash. The hot lava devoured most of the wood in its rush to cover the trees, but some of the shape and 

ingredients of the limbs remained trapped in the cooling lava.  When the time of the volcanoes and lava was subdued and the rains 

came, mineral laden silica-water flowed into the cavities and pockets left by the dying trees and bubbling lava.  As flow after flow 

slowly filled the pockets with liquefied silica, Montana Moss Agate was born." 

 

The first gem-quality sapphires in the United States were discovered in the gravels of the Missouri River in Lewis and Clark County, 

Montana in 1865. The discovery is attributed to Ed Collins, a gold miner in Granite County in 1892 who was working on one of the 

gravel benches, or "bars," just above the Missouri River near Helena.  This find was followed by a number of other discoveries in 

the late 1800s, including Rock Creek, and in Yogo Gulch in Judith Basin County in 1895.   While most of the sapphires produced are 

from both Rock Creek and the Missouri River, they are of a pale color that is not particularly desirable for jewelry.  Gemologists 

have found that with special treatment to a red hot heat, the color of these gems is permanently altered to a much more desirable 

shade.  With the advent of successful heat-treating techniques for the Montana sapphires, this gem material has gained a much greater 

acceptance in the gemstone industry. This enhanced acceptance has resulted in a significant increase in the market for and value of 

U.S. sapphires. 

      Reference:  Article-“Montana agate”: http://www.joelovelamps.com/montana_agate.htm-and 

http://www.statesymbolsusa.org//gemstone_sapphire.html- article: “Dig Your Own Sapphires in Montana by Chris Ralph  

Aug.13,2007- Ezinearticle.com  - http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/Montana/gemstone_sapphire.html-    

Sapphires and agate photos by Bing.com.       (Source:  The Ammonite March 2015) 

 

 

                                                             HOW TO MAKE GEM TREES 

                                               
 

Needed: 1 roll 24-gaurge wire (silver, gold, copper, steel or color –coated-can buy at the hobby craft store on Main Street where they 

also sell some lapidary supplies)   2. Wire cutters.   3. Round-nose jewelry pliers. 4. Gemstone beads. 5. Measuring tape.  6.  527 

craft glue, 7. Base for tree- (a good size flat-bottomed attractive rock: agate, with botrydol or crystals, nice designs, or agatized 

wood- long flat based mineral, or you can use a nice dish-small platter, etc.  8. Mini-clamps   9. Rubber bands   10. Something to 

twist the wire into loops and also twist long wires in the base- some use an old fashion drill with a hook put in instead of bit with wire 

fastened to a chair for 2-3 wires together. Since it’s too heavy, I made my own wire twister-  Cut a thick dowel large about 6” long to 

fit hand then-sand edges and -insert a small cup hook in the middle of one end to use to hook into each loop and twist the wire! This 

works great with shorter lengths of wire.  

 Jan is still hoping to have a class or two this spring so please keep this newsletter for reference to get needed supplies. She will make 

some “twisters” in case there is a need for them.   Don’t be afraid to try wire wrapping using wonderful step by step videos. 

Go to:.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stlegG1daN – OR   use this Tutorial: How to Make a Wire Fantasy Tree by 

Fantasy trees-it’s the most popular one- 26,520 viewers.  This is a terrific website with lots of information and photos of different 

types of agates- It is copyrighted so I cannot use it here!         (Source:  The Ammonite March 2015) 

 

 

   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Montana_Moss_Agate.jpg
http://www.joelovelamps.com/montana_agate.htm-
http://www.statesymbolsusa/
http://ezinearticles.com/?expert=Chris_Ralph
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/Montana/gemstone_sapphire.html-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stlegG1daN
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/Lists/state_geological.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sapphire in the rough  photos-&qs=n&form=QBIRMH&pq=sapphire in the rough photos-&sc=0-23&sp=-1&sk=#view=detail&id=512DBE4C209781980BF23332A51D96213347961B&selectedIndex=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8r_rwDtZBc
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 Minutes of the Meeting of the Topeka Gem and Mineral Society – 2/27/15 

 
Mike Cote’ called the meeting to order.  

Jason announced 22 members are present for the meeting, door prize was awarded. 

(We need more door prizes – bring them to the next meeting!) 

 

The minutes from the January meeting were printed in The Drifter. Rick Knight made a motion and Jason 2nd 

to accept as printed. 

 

Millie Mowry gave the treasurers report, also reminders that dues are due. 38 members have not paid their 

dues. The calling committee will be making calls this week. No bills were presented. Motion was made to 

accept the report, by Cinda and Chuck 2nd, motion carried. 

 

Correspondence: Millie received flyers for some shows, she also has coupons for the Kansas City show. 

 

Committee reports: Show – Harold & Dave, the show will be at the Expocentre, Ag Hall again this year. The 

theme this year will be ‘Let it Glow’, with ulta violet specimens set up in a prominent space. We have had 7 

dealers send in their money, still looking for 6 more. Chuck went to the Chamber of Commerce and Visit 

Topeka offices to check possible sites for us to hold the show next year. 

 

AFMS-Cinda, still collecting Best Choice labels, nothing else to report. Publicity-Donna, getting ideas for a T-

Shirt to help advertise this year’s show.  

 

Historian, Deborah, was not present. 

 

Field Trip-Larry the Library is the field trip for tomorrow. They have a 3-D printer and plan to build an 

Ammonite. March 13, is the KC show, March 16-20 some members will have presentations at the Children’s 

Discovery Center. Leaving for the Crater of Diamonds on March 20-23rd. Junior Rockhounds – the next 

meeting, Larry is teaching fossils.  They have between 4-5 students every month. 

 

Webmaster-Jason, our facebook page got 10 new likes in the last two weeks. He is hoping to get a new web 

page set up. 

  

New Business – Dave asked for help in giving us ideas about programs you would like to have at the meeting.  

Please let Carolyn know if there is something you would be interested in having for a program.  

With no further business, Jason moved the meeting be adjourned, Chuck 2nd, motion carried. Carolyn 

introduced our - program tonight Larry – Dinosaur Hunters of Kansas. 

 

Fred announced the Cab of the Month Winners are: 

Member Cab: Dave Dillon – Purple Victoria Stone, Member Jewelry: Dave Dillon – Garnet & Sterling Ring.  

Respectfully submitted by Cinda Kunkler, Secretary 

 

 
 

 

 

 


